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The Study on Terrorism by Explosives and
Aviation Security Activities

Man Hyee Jo

Korea Airports Corporation

[ Abstract]

If we mention 20th century as 'the Century of violence', started with the rebellion
and revolution in Russia, we might experience even more violent situation than 20th
century, noted as 'the Century of Terrorism' in the 21st century started with the 9.11
Terror. In such circumstances, Korea is not immune to terrorism in a world of
globalization. In the same context, this paper briefly describes the trend and forecast
for terrorism using explosives and aviation security activities after 9.11.

More than 70% of terrorism is done by explosives. Moreover, when we take a look
back in the history of aviation terrorism, aviation security activities evolved itself
influenced by explosives. The history of aviation security activities could be called as
the beginning and the ending point of searching explosives. In order to respond to
terrorism, practical plan allowing immediate commitment to actual counter-terrorism
capabilities and ongoing interest and investment, and sustained efforts shall be crucial,
rather than providing formal counter-measures.

In this study, the problems of current aviation security activities and corrective plans
are discussed. The problems of current aviation security activities are as each of the
following paragraph.

At first, legal establishment is steady such as "the Act on Preventing Terrorism"
submitted by the government on 28 Nov. 2001 has been failed to be approved by the
16th National Assembly. Therefore, we need to establish legal basis and define the
organization and allocation of responsibility related to collection and judgement of terror
intelligence, analysis and dissemination of information, negotiation, rescue of hostage,
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post-event recovery, etc, to build and enhance counter-terrorism organization.

Secondly, although direct threat possibility against Koreans was low in the past, it
is not safe from terrorism at present. Growing overseas activities caused by globalization
are generating future threat against Korean residents, tourists, corporate. Therefore,
organization and function of "National Security Counter-terrorism Cooperation Division"
under multi-lateral treaty bureau of Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade should be
enforced. Moreover, we need to build cooperation among National Intelligence
Service(NIS), Overseas Korean Nationals Protection and Crisis Management Division of
the Overseas Korean and Consular Affairs Bureau, Local Embassy.

Thirdly, Military and Police operate each special forces unit but the boundary of
jurisdiction is not clear. Meanwhile, NIS is responsible for coordination, control,
intelligence of counter-terrorism. Therefore, we need to have an integrated system among
these agencies.

Fourthly, Korea should develop not only diplomatic negotiation but also multi-lateral
strategy related to public diplomacy, economic sanction and incentives, secret service,
cooperation on law enforcement and repatriation, compensation for providing information,
military power, international agreement, etc.

Fifthly, Korean government should enlarge the responsibility of TIIC(Terrorism
Information Integration Center) of NIS and build a new organization which coordinates
in general the information and strategies of terrorism, similar to the NCTC of the United
States.

In order to resolve these problems, at first we need to develop profiling tools designed
to fit our airports and implement it to passenger screening. Secondly, we need to allot
the aviation security tasks between the national authority and the airport operator(KAC)
in order to prevent terrorism, protect national security facilities and also the life and
property of individuals.

Thirdly, strategic assistance by the government is needed to allow KAC R&D Center
or Institute of Univ. to develop and certify security screening equipments. Moreover,
counter-terrorism equipments for local use should be examined by the "National board
for examination of equipments" in NIS and unify the equipment data to enhance the
credibility.

Fourthly, we need to build a database such as "committee on explosive information"
which collects the data and manpower of each agency and allow all security agents(EOD,
screeners, etc.) share those data.

Last but not the least, in order to prevent such damage in advance, studying the early
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signs of terrorist attack is extremely important. Also, response and recovery to rapid
terrorist attack that happened despite catching the early signs, should not be ignored.
Eventually, in order to prevent damages and seek prompt measures after the damage
occurred, the measures among the three phases should be balanced, such as before the
attack, in the event of the attack, and after the attack.

Key words : Terrorism, Aviation Security
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